THE HOPE OF GLORY
ROMANS 8:17‑25
Modern man is short on hope. His best poets are writing of the hopelessness of the War situation. His wisest historians are predicting his utter destruction. His religious leaders are echoing the same notes of despair. His most sensitive musicians are writing songs that tell of the end. In a very significant book, The Dust of Death, .Os.Guinness chronicles the effect this despair has had upon the present generation. This despair is behind the movements toward the occult, the interest in Eastern religions, and the drug culture. The young have felt the burden of our lack of hope, and have sought hope or escape any place they might find it.

In contrast to the situation of modern man, the Christian is a person with hope. The sons of God have hope of the glory of God. This is one of the things that characterize them. Joan Baez was not speaking of Christians when she said, "You are orphans in an age of no tomorrows." The Christian is a son of God ‑‑‑ not an orphan. The Christian is looking forward to a glorious tomorrow through Jesus Christ.

In this passage which reflects realism concerning the present, and hope for the ultimate outcome, the Apostle sets before us "the hope of glory". The present path of the sons of God is one of suffering. Much of the suffering is the result of being on this path of discipleship. Sometimes we are called on to suffer "for Christ". The path of our commitment will just lead us into experiences of suffering, and personal privation. At other times we are privileged to serve "with Christ". We are allowed to enter in to the "fellowship of His sufferings" through our union with Him. The things that grieve Him will bring grief to our hearts. The bitter response the world gives to Him will be given to us because we are one with Him. But this pathway of suffering ends in sharing His glory; we are the people with the hope of glory.

OUR HOPE OF GLORY OUTWEIGHS OUR PRESENT SUFFERINGS
The sufferings of the Christian are real. They do cause pain. In fact we will often groan and cry out in the midst of the painful experiences of life. However the Christian finds them bearable by comparing them to the glory that is just ahead.

"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." This conviction is a deep one that is based upon careful spiritual calculation. To "reckon" is to add things up, to sum them up, like an accountant. The Apostle Paul gives us insight into his own personal summation of the relationship between the present and the future for the Christian. The present is marked by "sufferings". Primarily the Apostle has in view the sufferings that come to us because of our union with Christ. However, it would not exclude the other sufferings of life. All of them are instruments in the hand of our gracious God. No one has ever known more of them in the pursuit of the will of God than did this man Paul. Recent studies in the Acts has refreshed my awareness of the great sufferings encountered by this dear servant of the Lord. Rejection, stoning, imprisonments, beatings, hunger, embarrassment, harassment ‑‑‑‑on and on you could go listing his sufferings. Yet when you carefully compare them with the glory which shall be revealed in us, the glory greatly surpasses the present sufferings.

The Apostle reminds us of something very basic about our sufferings when he uses the word "present". Literally they are the sufferings of the "now season". When the "now season" is finished, they will pass away. They are temporary by nature.

In this verse the Apostle does not define the hope. He simply calls it the "glory which shall be revealed in us." "In us" is probably better translated "toward us". The glory is doubtlessly the glory of God. We are to receive a glorious unveiling of the beautiful, awesome, holy glory of the Triune God. Though we serve God sight unseen in this present time, we are to see. This glory will both be seen by us and be seen in us. Just consider the possibility! We, the sons of God, shall be the objects of the unveiling of the glory of God. Consideration of such an anticipated privilege surely makes the pain and rejection of the moment seem rather small.

OUR HOPE OF GLORY INCLUDES ALL OF CREATION
This beautiful passage almost defies our exposition. It is like a beautiful poem, to try to explain it is to destroy it. Yet in the true spirit of all of the Biblical revelation, the Apostle assures us that the hope for the Christian includes the universe in which he finds himself. There is a new world coming. The earth shall be liberated!

"For the earnest explanation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God." The "creature" is the whole created order. The only thing that would be excluded would be man. "Earnest expectation" is a word that denotes waiting in suspense. Actually the compound word is an intensive word that means to watch eagerly with an outstretched head. The picture is that of someone waiting to see a long‑awaited spectacle. They are stretching their neck to its full length in trying to get a better view. That is the present posture of the created order. What are they straining to see? "The revelation of the sons of God." The created order knows that its hope lies in God's unveiling of His sons. When they are glorified, it will mean restoration of the creation. For this the creation waits expectantly.

When you understand the present situation of the creation, you better understand this longing for the revelation of God's children. The Apostle explains it like this, "For the creation was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope." God imposed upon the creation a terrible curse when man fell into sin. It was not because of any choice made by the creation, but was for the sake of the rebellious man God had created. This curse is called "vanity". The word means to wander aimlessly, to be frustrated. Within nature there is much evidence of this lack of direction, this frustration. Indeed the whole creation is now in slavery to death. Death reigns like a sovereign in the created order. Because of this the whole creation is now groaning and travailing like a woman in childbirth, longing for the day when it shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption and shall share in the liberty of glory that belongs to the sons of God.

What does all of this mean? The Apostle is relating the hope of the Old Testament prophets to our hope. They had spoken of a day when nature would be restored to God's original intention. They had dreamed of a day when the knowledge of the Lord would cover the earth like the waters cover the sea, when the desert would bloom with the rose, when the lamb and the lion would lie down together. The Apostle is declaring that our hope is a cosmic hope. That God has included all of the created order in this. Thank God! The earth shall be liberated! The scars caused by human evil shall be healed! The death brought about by human transgression shall be removed! There is a new world coming! This is our hope of glory.

OUR HOPE OF GLORY STRENGTHENS US AS WE WAIT
The Scripture does not misstate our present situation as Christians. We are aware of two realities. We have the Holy Spirit living in us, which is just a foretaste of the glory which shall be ours. This is the reason that the Apostle refers to the Holy Spirit as the "firstfruits". The "firstfruits" were the first gatherings, and thereby constituted a pledge of the full harvest to come. The nature of the "firstfruits" would indicate what kind of full harvest could be expected. This then is a part of our present situation. We have tasted of the first‑fruits, even the Holy Spirit.

But the other reality is that we are still very much in our mortal bodies, and consequently we are still suffering. Because of this we ourselves "groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." This inward groaning grows out of the awareness of the undesirable circumstance in which we find ourselves. This could include many things. Physically we are aware of the limitations of this mortal body. Spiritually we are aware of our shortcomings in spite of our having the Holy Spirit living within us. Socially we long for a new and just order in the world. We long for the completion of this adoption process, the final aspect of our salvation ‑‑‑ the redemption of the body. This will include the resurrection and glorification of the body.

This hope is basic to our salvation. We were saved "in hope". When we received Jesus Christ as our Savior, we knew that we were not at that moment receiving the complete salvation. We knew that the final conclusion of this great salvation would not come until the Lord Jesus returned to the earth in His promised return. But knowing that He shall return, that the body shall be redeemed, that the earth shall be renewed, that we shall see the glory of God, gives us the inward strength to have patience in our present situation. ''For if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." The hope enables the patience. This patience is that enduring, sticking to it quality which all of us need in our lives. This patience is to mark our response to the difficulties of life as we pursue the will of God in Christian service.

As the children of God, we must live in the same circumstances as the world about us. In some measure, our circumstances may seem to be worse. In addition to the international, economic, and local problems which bother the world, we share the sufferings of Christ. We know the added pain of being rejected, the frustrations of living in a world so given to sin when our desire is to be given to God. Yet as Christians, we are different. We are not "orphans to whom there comes no tomorrows". We are the children of God, and we are expectantly looking forward to a grand tomorrow. That tomorrow will be the day when Jesus Christ returns to the earth in all of His glory. We expect Him to come and set all things right. We expect Him to come and establish a new world, and to give us a new body.

But what kind of basis do we have for such a hope? We have a good one. We have the promise of the one who cannot lie. He has promised to do this and more. We know from our personal experience that He is able to subdue all things unto Himself. We also know that He is truth and keeps the promises that He makes. So then, we should go forth from His house of worship, looking at the problems of the world with a different perspective. We will see the same world that others see, we will feel the same pain, but our attention will be fastened not just to the darkness of the present. We will see the glory that shall be revealed.

